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which .caught converts. Christianity as a creed is very different. It consists of a mass of ideas heaped together, and one by one these ideas could be separated and verified.
Yet I found the most extraordinary difficulties in such a simple task. To no one did it seem to have occurred that underneath every item in a religion lies an idea, that ideas are based on emotions, and that you don't get the base emotion by simply tracing the history of the expression of the idea. Of histories of outside forms there is no end ; of histories of ideas there is hardly a beginning. I wanted to get at the ideas underlying the Greek religions because I knew that much in Christianity came from the same sources, but although I read many books about them, I could not get on the trace of an idea at all.
All cults, all thoughts, all religions, all philosophies, are the outcome of emotions, just as all life is. They don't arise from barren mentality. Each arises, continues, waxes, wanes, or changes, as the emotions of which it is the expression do. If one dies the other dies. You can know nothing of a cult till you have found its emotion.
I have solved the Greek Mythology. I have found the emotions and ideas which it called gods. The theory of a solar myth is nonsense. The elements were the Titans, the gods were the emotions. 1 cannot give it here.